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they treated him with more mildness. This retreat
outside the villages and tumult of the Hiroquois was
very acceptable to him; he made a little cabin of fir
branches, in the form of a chapel, where he erected
a Cross. This Church was all his consolation,—he
spent in it the greater part of the da}^ in prayers,
without being molested by any one; but this repose
was not of long duration. An old man, seeing that
his kinsman [106] did not return from the war, sup-
posed that he had been killed; and, in order to com-
fort or honor that man's soul, he wished to sacrifice
to it the Father's. Accordingly, knowing that he
was at several days' distance from the village, he
sends a young man to warn those fishermen that the
enemy had been seen prowling about in that quarter.
It required nothing more to inspire fear in them, and
to make them return very quickly to their village.
Happily for the Father, at the very time when he
was entering the gates, a messenger arrived, who
brought news that that warrior and his comrades
about whom they were anxious were returning vic-
torious, bringing twenty Abnaquiois prisoners, six
months after their departure from the country. Be-
hold them all joyful; they leave the poor Father;
they burn, they flay, they roast, they eat those poor
victims, with public rejoicings. - I suppose that the
Demons do something similar in Hell, at the sight of
souls condemned to their braziers.

From the month of August till the end of March,
the Father was every day in the pains and terrors of
[107] death. A lesser courage had died a hundred
times, from apprehension. It is easier to die all at
once than to die a hundred times. Toward the end
of April, a Savage Captain from the country of the


